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President Gwin Morris
has established a distin-
guished record of service.
Born in Denton, he earned a
bachelor's degree at South-
western Theological Sem-
inary before changing his
professional emphasis to his-
tory. He also holds a M.A.
in history from North Texas
State University and a doc-
torate from Texas Tech Uni-
versity, where he wrote his
dissertation on J. Frank
Norris.
President Morris taught
history at Wayland Baptist
College and served as Chair-
man of the Social Science
Division and of the Depart-
ment of History there before
moving to East Texas Bap-
tist College in 1977. He
began his service at ETBC as Academic Dean and became Executive Vice
President and Dean of the University before becoming a development
officer for Baylor University in Dallas County in 1986. Presently he is
Assistant Vice President for Field Development of Baylor, and is
headquartered in Waco. He has served as editor of the Journal of the
American Studies Association of Texas and is a past president of the
American Studies Association of Texas. He is also past president of the
Harrison County Historical Society, and was a co-organizer of the Walter
Prescott Webb Historical Society.
President Morris has been active in the affairs of each community
in which he has lived, and has been a member of the East Texas Historical
Association for many years. We welcome his leadership and service during
his presidential year.
The Association held the Spring meeting for 1989 in Longview, and
it was one of our largest meetings. Over 150 members and guests registered
for an excellent program arranged by Ken Durham, chairman, and Linda
Romer, Bill O'Neal, and David Stroud. Linda Romer arranged for more
than twenty door prizes for presentation at our banquet. We are indebted
to the Gregg County Historical Museum for providing our reception on
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Friday evening at the museum, and to the Convention and Visitors Bureau
for assisting us in various ways, especially by providing coffee on Saturday.
The Fall meeting will be on September 22-23, in Nacogdoches. The
program and details of registration accompany this Journal. We would
be most appreciative if everyone would preregister; this makes our work
much easier, especially in arranging for the banquets, and it saves you
time at the meeting.
The Rusk County Heritage Association celebrates its twenty-fifth
anniversary this year. Formed from what was initially the Rusk County
History Survey Committee, the Association's purpose is to preserve the
Howard-Dickinson House in Henderson, a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Horner
Bryce of that city, and acquire and preserve archives, papers, documents,
and other items pertaining to the history of Rusk County and Texas. They
are accomplishing both goals splendidly, and we extend our best wishes
for a Happy Birthday to the Rusk County Heritage Association.
